
Springfield's No One Leaves Coalition helps residents prevent foreclosure 

By Jack Flynn | jflynn@repub.com 
on December 28, 2010 at 5:21 PM

SPRINGFIELD - Saved by the bullhorn. 

Moments before Noelia Ramos’ home at 38 Seneca St. was to be auctioned off Thursday, Keith Peters 
stood on her front steps, holding a bullhorn. 

It was two days before Christmas, and Peters, a member of the No One Leaves Coalition, wanted to 
express his opinion. 

“No one leaves,” Peters, a former disc jockey, shouted into the bullhorn. 

“No one leaves,” responded about 30 protesters gathered on the front lawn. 

“We’re fed up,” Peters continued. “We won’t take no more!” 

After two minutes of call-and-response chanting, an auctioneer hired by PHH Mortgage Corp. walked 
over to Ramos, and told her the auction was postponed until Jan. 25. 

Ramos, a former Springfield teacher, was jubilant. 

“It’s the best Christmas gift I could get,” said Ramos, who lives with her daughter and granddaughter. 

The temporary reprieve was a victory for the tenant coalition, which contends that PHH was not flexible 
enough in negotiating revised mortgage terms when Ramos lost her job and fell behind in payments. 

The New Jersey-based lending company could not be reached for comment. 

The No One Leaves Coalition was formed recently, and is working with the Springfield Bank Tenant 
Association to help prevent foreclosures. 

Coalition member Miriam Kudler-Flam said the group was pleased that the auction was postponed, but 
remains concerned about the fate of Ramos’ home. 

Even after auction was called off, more than a dozen members, all dressed in red T-shirts, began 
chanting a new, if less pithy, slogan as two police cruisers pulled onto the street. 

“No Modifications? - We’ll Be Back!,” they called out several times, before switching to “No Justice - No 
Peace! No Justice - No Peace!” 

The protest broke up a few minutes later, after Ramos had thanked her supporters and went back inside.
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