
Home Defenders Take Action Against Wells Fargo in Support of 86 Year Old 
Grandmother Facing Foreclosure 

February 20, 2014 Shab Bashiri 

On Wednesday February 19, supporters delivered petitions (http://start2.occupyourhomes.org/petitions/
wells-fargo-stop-the-sheriff- sale-and-keep-my-86-year-old-mother-in-her-home) signed by over 2,000 
people to Wells Fargo branches around the country, urging the bank not to foreclose on Lavinia Curry, an 
86 year old Grandmother in Irvington, NJ.  

Despite being the most profitable US bank in 2013, Wells Fargo has continued to foreclose on struggling 
homeowners, instead of working with families to keep them in their homes. The latest victim, Lavinia 
Curry, purchased her Irvington, NJ home in 2003 with the help of her daughter Paulette. In 2010, the 
family missed ONE mortgage payment, but attempted to make the missed payment the very next month. 
Wells Fargo refused to accept the payment and began the process of foreclosure instead. A sheriff’s sale 
of the family’s home is scheduled for next month.  

With the help of New Jersey Communities United (http://unitednj.nationbuilder.com/), the family launched 
a petition on start2.occupyourhomes.org (http://start2.occupyourhomes.org/) that quickly gained over 
2,000 signatures. “We have the money to pay, bu Wells Fargo refused to accept it,” said Ms. Curry’s 
daughter Paulette McQueen, who has been leading the fight to save her mother’s home. “For more than 
three years, we’ve been battling the bank to save our house so our mother can live out the rest of her 
years with dignity and respect in the place our family calls home. Wells Fargo needs to do right by our 
family.”  

In response, home defenders in multiple cities– including Atlanta, Denver, Minneapolis, and Orlando–held 
small demonstrations and delivered copies of the petitions to local Wells Fargo branches in solidarity with 
a similar protest that took place in Irvington. These actions represent the growing number of homeowners 
and community members who are calling for more solutions to the housing crisis, and for banks like Wells 
Fargo to reduce principal and offer affordable modifications that would keep struggling families in their 
homes.  

The city of Irvington has been particularly hard hit by foreclosures, leaving 47% of all homeowners 
underwater on their mortgages according to Zillow. This has led the city to to consider using eminent 
domain (http://www.fightingforeclosures.org/) as a way to provide principal reduction, following the lead of 
Richmond, CA.  
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