
'JPMorgan killed my husband!' Texas woman sues after 'foreclosure caused his 
heart attack' 

A Texas woman is claiming JPMorgan Chase killed her husband. 

Wanda Jo Engel is suing the banking giant, alleging that its foreclosure and eviction gave her husband, 
Harry Engel, a fatal heart attack. 

In a law suit, filed in Dallas County Court, Ms Engel says the eviction 'overwhelmed' the retired minister, 
making him so stressed that it triggered his death. 

Mourning: Wanda Jo Engel, pictured with late husband Harry, is suing JPMorgan Chase for killing the 
man 

The 79-year-old father-of-three collapsed in his chair at home on July 1, 2010, just days after receiving an 
eviction notice from the bank, according to the claim, which is jointly filed by the couple's children Steve, 
Debra and Josh. 
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When we got those letters he changed, he just changed,' Ms Engel told WFAA.com. 

Her daughter Debra added: 'He wasn't sick. He just couldn't take the stress. The stress of it just killed 
him.' 

The Engels' lawyer Steve Shaver told the Huffington Post that the man's death had been hard on the 
close family. 

'They certainly didn't expect Mr Engel to pass when he did or certainly for the reasons he did,' Mr Shaver 
said. 

Unoccupied: The lawsuit claims the bank was trying to evict the Engel's from their Grand Prairie home, 
pictured 

But JPMorgan Chase denies the bank ever foreclosed on the home the Engel's had lived in for more than 
22 years. 

'There are serious factual inaccuracies in the filing, but we are not going to comment because it is 
ongoing litigation,' a spokesman said in a statement. 

'We have not completed any foreclosure on the property. We work with homeowners across the country to 
help them to avoid foreclosure whenever possible.' 

The law suit claims that in early 2009, the family received notice that they needed to refinance their home 
loan and a teller at their local branch instructed them to 'miss a payment' so they could qualify for 
government assistance. 

Heart attack: Harry Engel, pictured right with son Josh, died of a heart attack days after the eviction notice 

They followed the advice but when the bank soon demanded they pay the missing sum, the couple, who 
were on fixed incomes, couldn't come up with the money and received a letter warning of foreclosure. 

JPMorgan Chase sent a series of follow up letters warning of foreclosure and informing the Engel's that it 
planned to evict them, according to the lawsuit. 
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'Immediately after the Engels receiving the eviction notice, Mr Engel changed dramatically,' the document 
states, adding that the home was very important to the man who grew up an orphan. 

Devastated: Ms Engel, pictured, is suing the bank for the wrongful death of her husband 

'He was overcome with stress and fear, and was terrified at the thought of losing his and Wanda’s home 
of more than 20 years. His once positive outlook was gone.' 

Ms Engel was evicted soon after her husband died, according to the court documents, and the family 
claims Chase changed the locks on the unoccupied home.  

The mother and her children are suing the bank and a number of third parties on a host of charges, 
including wrongful death, wrongful foreclosure, trespass, gross negligence, and intentional infliction of 
emotional distress.  

The family is also suing Chase for fraud, fraudulent inducement and deceptive trade. 
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